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That serves as an outstanding transition to our teaching time today. We’re in the Book of
Exodus, and today we’re looking at the ten plagues, part two—particularly, the tenth plague, the
plague of death ... or the plague of life. And we’re going to look at this as more than just a
historical event in the life of Israel; but rather, we’re going to look at details and try to get an
answer to a specific question. And that is this: Why do we need special revelation? This section

of Scripture is going to help answer the question, Why do we need special revelation?

Special and General Revelation

And special revelation is that God is communicating to us directly, and then
progressively, as it turns out, and more specifically. This is opposed to what is called general
revelation. General revelation is the things that we can know about the nature of God, and maybe
even His plan, indirectly—not directly, but indirectly through creation. We can observe this with
our eyes, sometimes even better with a microscope or a telescope, and then deduce attributes of
God, like the sages and the philosophers throughout the ages who have realized that He is all-
knowledgeable, He is all-powerful, He is perfect. You can see that in creation.

And general revelation alone can take us to a general understanding of God. And the
problem is there are many facts and truths that we can’t know without God telling us and
invading our lives and saying, “Write this down. These are things you need to know.”

And so, throughout history God has been giving specific revelation where He shows us
and He tells us truths and facts and realities of a world we can’t observe because it’s not

physical—it’s spiritual.

God’s Point in Exodus: All Religions Are NOT the Same

In the context of specific revelation, the second book of that in the Bible is the Book of

Exodus. The Bible is specific revelation. Its historic accounts show us undisputed evidence and
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physical proofs about the nature of God and spiritual things. In the Book of Exodus, He is
somewhat in a hurry to get to this point: that all religions are not the same. He invades the
storyline of what is going on in Egypt, and He wants the world to know for certain that

Yahweh—that’s His name—is the only true God.

Exodus 5:2

Who is Yahweh that I should obey Him?

If you remember the storyline, just in review, you can listen to last week’s teaching time,
because that’s part one of the plagues. But the plague saga begins with Moses confronting the
Pharaoh of Egypt about Yahweh. And Pharaoh starts the fight by saying, “Who is Yahweh that I
should obey Him? Who is Yahweh that I should let His people go? I will not obey Yahweh.”

And he’s saying that because he’s a god in a pluralistic, polytheistic world. Essentially,
he could have been polite about it and said, “You know what? We have our gods and you have
your one god. Keep your little one god in Goshen. You shouldn’t expect us to convert or submit
or want to obey Yahweh. Is that His name? We’re not going to do that.”

And so, as Exodus progresses, God is showing spiritual truths about His nature. It’s a
global, historic event where He’s proving His “otherness”—His uniqueness. That’s the point.
He’s saying, “I am Yahweh and I am to be obeyed.” Sixteen times He will say to the people, the
Egyptians and the Israelis and to you and me, “Yahweh is unique. I am the one and the only. You
fear Yahweh and you fear nothing else.”

So, the first answer to the question “Why special revelation?” is that’s the nature of God

being the only true God. And the second one is to show us and tell us spiritual truths that we

cannot know otherwise. We can know physical laws because we can observe them and we can

repeat them. By definition, spiritual laws are spiritual. We can’t see them. We can’t hear them
often. We can’t enjoy them with our senses. So, God has to show us. He has to tell us these
things, these truths.

This is a contradiction—I understand this—but He has to show us the physics of spiritual
truths. And he does that by using what we can know—pbhysical stuff—and then He uses that to
point to a spiritual truth. Because we’re spiritually learning-impaired. All we can think about, in

a lot of ways, is the physical world. So, He’ll connect the two for us.
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Story of Moses’ Hands Lifted Up in Battle

Here’s a great example of that. It’s a strange story in Exodus 17 where Israel is out and
the Amalekites basically surprise and attack them. And there’s this battle with the Amalekites.
And so, Moses tells General Joshua, “You go down there on the battlefield with the troops. I'm
going to go up on the top of this hill with my staff, and I will hold it up—both hands up like
this.”

And as it turns out, as Moses is looking down and the battle is going on down below,
Moses’ hands become weary, as you might imagine, and they start to fall. As his hands fall, the
Amalekites start winning. And so, you can bet Joshua says, “Get somebody up there to hold his
hands up.”

So, Moses sits down on a rock and his brother Aaron and Hur are holding his arms up.
And since they’re able to be held up, it says that Joshua defeats the Amalekites.

And then Yahweh says, “Write this story down.” Why? Why write the story down? Do
you think God is trying to teach Israel a war strategy that if the general in charge keeps his hands
up, you’ll win the battle? I don’t think any of the military academies will tell you that. In fact, I
think keeping your hands up is a way of saying you’re surrendering. And the posture of a leader
doesn’t determine a nation’s fate. So, what is God trying to do in this storyline? He’s using a
physical event to teach a spiritual truth, and the spiritual truth is this: Israel, your national
security is contingent on God participating. Your national security is contingent on you needing
God to help with that. And that’s the truth that is told.

So, the point in the tenth plague particularly is that it’s a version of revelation where God

is going to reveal attributes and truths about Himself and His own nature. But He’s also going to

be revealing five critical spiritual truths, particularly about salvation—five truths about our

salvation that we wouldn’t know any other way except for Him making them known to us.

So, we’re on plague ten. We’ve had nine plagues, we’ve had nine warnings, nine chances
to fall in line and realize that Yahweh is the only true God, and He’s the one to be obeyed. The
tenth plague is the climax of the plague saga. And that’s found in Exodus chapters 11 and 12.

There’s a great historian—he’s a famous, best-selling historian—Thomas Cahill. He
wrote the book How the Irish Saved Civilization. 1t’s a whole series called The Hinges of
History. 1 think it’s four books, and each one of the books is about how all of history changed in
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these four times. And he writes a book saying that the world changes right here, in Exodus
chapters 11 and 12. It’s so dramatic that Israel will get a whole new calendar because of chapter
12. They’ll begin two of their seven feasts that they will practice every year for 3,000 years and
counting. And the feast is a ritual that they practice every year. It’s a physical event with all the
senses reminding them of spiritual truths—spiritual truths about the nature of God and about the

nature of salvation.

The Tenth Plague

So, chapter 11 begins with an interesting conversation with just Israel. Moses is speaking
with just the Israelites, and he’s saying, Listen, you re going to be leaving very soon. Here’s
what I want you to do. I want you to go to your friends and neighbors in Egypt and borrow all of
their valuables. I want you to fill up your bags with gold and silver and some of the precious
clothing that they might have, because we re leaving with those goodies. I’ll tell you more about
that in just a minute.

And then, Moses turns to Pharaoh and his officials and basically, Egypt, and says, Last
chance. This is it. I’ll pick it up in chapter 11 when I read. “And this is what Yahweh says:
‘About midnight ...””—this is to Pharaoh and his leaders—"‘I will go throughout all Egypt.
Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne,
to the firstborn son of the slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the

cattle.”” Every firstborn male is going to die.

Exodus 11:6-8

“There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than
there has ever been or ever will be again. ” But among the Israelites
not a dog will bark at any man or animal. Then you will know that
the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 3 All these
officials of yours will come to me, bowing down before me and
saying, ‘Go, you and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will
leave.” Then Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh.

Let’s pick it up again in verse 6: “ ‘There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—

worse than there has ever been or ever will be again. But among the Israelites not a dog
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will bark at any man or animal. Then you will know that Yahweh makes a distinction
between Egypt and Israel. All these officials of yours will come to me, bowing down before
me and saying, “Go, you and all the people who follow you!” After that I will leave.” Then
Moses, hot with anger...”—Ilast chance---“left Pharaoh.”

Let me explain before we go on just why God has the Israelites go and borrow the wealth
of the Egyptians before they leave, because they’re leaving with them. There are two reasons.
One, they’ve had multiple generations of slavery when they were not paid and they lived
impoverished lives. Well, it’s payback. They’re going to leave wealthy.

And second, the more important one—don’t miss this part—when seventy Jews showed
up to Egypt they were greeted with extreme prejudice. And they lived that way for 430 years.
The Egyptians looked down their noses at these foreigners that were shepherds. And now they’re
leaving, and God wants to make sure that everybody sees this—they’re leaving through the front
door with dignity and extreme wealth, heads held high. They’re not sneaking out the back like a
wounded dog under the fence. And that front door will be held open by one of the gods, Pharaoh
himself. Please leave and take our stuff with you. It’s the last of the humiliation of Pharaoh, who
thinks he’s God, and that he doesn’t need to obey Yahweh.

So, that’s the point of that. That’s chapter 11. He tells what’s going to happen. Chapter 12
is the actual instructions of how to do the first Passover. And the first Passover is to protect the
obedient from the angel of death—the death angel or the destroyer. So, if you try to imagine
what that must have been like the very first time: the nine plagues that precede you, and then
Moses sits down with anyone and everyone who will listen, and he says, “Be careful with these
details. Because the firstborn male in your household—his life depends on it. So, listen and obey
everything.

“First, we’re changing our calendars. This is the first day, the first month of the first year
or our national history.” This is their birthday. This is Israel’s birthday. This is their salvation
birthday.

And then Moses goes on, and it says, “On the tenth day of this first month I want the
head of the household to inventory how many people they’ll be feeding and go and get a lamb to
feed them all. Now if you have a very small household and can’t eat a full lamb, why don’t you
join with someone else and you can enjoy that lamb with them? But this is what you’re to do.

The head of the household will go and find a one-year-old male lamb in the prime of its life. And

Exodus.6.Plague of Death 5



that male lamb has to be without blemish, without a scrape or an injury. It is without spot or
wrinkle. And you’re to keep that lamb for four days. And then on the fourteenth of that first
month you’re to take that lamb and slaughter it and take some of the blood in a bowl, and then go
outside the door and paint its blood on the sideposts—both sides—and spread that blood over the
top. Back inside the house with that now-deceased lamb, that slaughtered lamb, you’re to cook it
in its entirety. Don’t quarter it—keep it together. Do not break any of its limbs. You’re to cook it
over an open fire. It’s supposed to cooked by fire, not by boiling, with the head and its legs
together. And when you put it out on a spit, do not break any of its bones. Cook it all together,
and when you sit down with your family, make sure you eat it all—every bit of it. And if there’s
anything left over you need to burn that—incinerate it. Kill that lamb at twilight, cook that lamb,
enjoy that lamb together as a family, and eat it with two other ingredients. One, bitter herbs.
That’s to remind you from today and from this day forward when you practice this ritual
annually that you lived in Egypt in a bitter time in a bitter season. And two, eat that with
unleavened bread.”

Leaven means yeast. When you make bread, you put yeast in it, and then you have to
wait a considerable amount of time for that dough to rise. And then you bake it. Moses says,
“You have no time for that dough to use. Don’t use yeast—don’t use leaven.” Multiple times
he’ll be using the phrase “unleavened bread.” That’s one of the feasts that they’ll be practicing

along with the Passover—the Feast of the Unleavened Bread.

Exodus 12:11

This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into
your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand.
Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.

And they’re to eat this in a special way—the lamb, the bitter herbs, and the unleavened
bread. It says in verse 11, “And now this is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into
your belt, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste, for this is
Yahweh’s Passover.”

Today we would say, “You need to eat it in your running shoes, in your sweats, and with

your hiking staff, because you’re leaving soon—anytime now.”
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Exodus 12:12-13

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike
down every firstborn—both men and animals—and I will bring
judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. !* The blood will
be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the
blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you
when I strike Egypt.”

“Don’t go outside until we tell you. It’s dangerous.” And then he goes on and says, “On
that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and
animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt.” That’s who He’s at war with.
It’s a spiritual war. “I am Yahweh. The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you
are; and when I see that blood, I will pass over you.” That’s why it’s called Passover. “No
destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.”

And that’s exactly what happens. Can you imagine what it must have been like that first
night? It must have been horrifying. I mean, you’re at home in your house, and it says “Not a dog
will whimper or move,” and you can hear screaming from over the hill in Egypt—wailing like
never has happened before, during that time or since. It’s that kind of weeping, because the death
of the firstborn is coming through the town quietly but powerfully.

And as the clock strikes twelve, like a clock that hasn’t been wound right—gong, gong—
you’re in your house wondering if that is going to truly shield you from the destroyer. Any
firstborns in the house? Why don’t you raise your hand? You hear this bizarre ritual where you
put the blood of some innocent lamb on the doorjamb, and now you’re just going to hope. It must

have been like holding your breath for two hours.
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Exodus 12:29-30

At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt,
from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn
of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the
livestock as well. 3 Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians
got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for
there was not a house without someone dead.

Here's what happened. “At midnight Yahweh struck down on all the firstborn of
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the
prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. Pharaoh
and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud
wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead.”

There’s not a house without something dead. True to the fact, you had a firstborn die or

you had an innocent lamb die. There was death in every household. But it worked.

Exodus 12:31-32

During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and
said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship
the LORD as you have requested. > Take your flocks and herds, as
you have said, and go. And also bless me.

“During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, ‘Up! Leave my
people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship Yahweh like you requested. Take your flocks
and herds, as you have said, and go. And before you leave, will you bless me?” Bless me in
Yahweh’s name.

It says the Egyptians also told their friends to get out of town lest they die. And it says
that Israel did as Moses said. And they left with the Egyptian silver and gold, and they looted
Egypt. They plundered Egypt.
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Exodus 12:38

Many other people went up with them, as well as large
droves of livestock, both flocks and herds.

Here’s a verse that’s interesting: “Many other people went up with them, as well as
large droves of livestock, both flocks and herds.” Many other people? What other people?
Other Egyptians. Anyone. Anyone who would listen to Moses. Many of the plagues were
preceded by warnings. If you don’t do this, here’s what Yahweh is going to do, because you were
wondering, Who is Yahweh and whether you should obey him.

In the plague of hail—we looked at that last week—Moses goes to Pharaoh and his
officials and says, “You better get your slaves and livestock under cover, because they’re going
to get hit by hailstones like you’ve never seen. They’ll be dead.” And it says that some of the
officials of Egypt ran out of the palace and got right on that. And other officials said, Yeah, like
that’s going to happen. And it did happen.

Here's what I think. People that listened to Moses about the hail plague or maybe didn’t
listen to Moses about the hail plague said, 'm not going to make that mistake again. They did
this. They heard Moses telling the story of the Passover ritual and they leaned in and said, Who is
Yahweh that I should obey Him? Get me a lamb. Maybe we could live through the night as well.
That’s why other people left with the Israelites and were able to be there.

If you know the story, have you ever stopped and thought, Why do it this way? Why does
God choose this method? How does a lamb’s blood over your doorframe keep justice from
invading your house? How do you get to live because a lamb died? Wait ... it’s a spiritual
lesson. It’s a physical thing that’s taking place to show you a spiritual truth. It is special
revelation. Here we are again. It’s a special revelation showing truths that we couldn’t know
otherwise. And so, for the spiritually learning impaired, God says, Let me show you what’s
happening here. Let me give you five truths that you must know in the spirit world. These are like
the physics of spirit realities. Even God submits to these higher laws that we don’t know about.
These laws are revealed to us in the Bible, and they get more specific as the Bible continues in

history. But these are shadows of what is real.
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Five Spiritual Truths

Shadows don’t have substance, but they point to something else—the real thing, a three-
dimensional colored physical thing that is true. And so, these are signs; these are shadows to help

us understand five spiritual truths.

1. Justice Is Certain

The first truth is that justice is certain. Justice will prevail. God is just. God has to be just.
If God is not just, He’s not God. God can’t turn His head towards injustice and let it go. If He
lets you go, when does it stop? And somewhere in God turning His back on absolute, perfect
justice, some creative being gets to raise their hand and say, That’s not fair. That scenario can’t
happen.

And philosophically, you have to understand the very definition of absolute justice has to
be God, or there is no absolute justice. So, justice must prevail. It must be certain, it must be

predictable. That’s just the first law of spiritual truth.

2. Blood Covers Debt

The second one is—and this is new to us—blood covers debt. Apparently, only through
death can we survive the absolute justice of the blood covering. That’s the only way we can
survive it. And the Passover is this picture of guarding whatever is inside that door with the
blood of an innocent lamb. And by doing that, we’re saved. Somehow, it’s blood or death. In this
storyline justice is coming. The destroyer is coming. And he sees this, and this says to him that a
life has already been taken. There’s already been a substitution. Please ... move on. Please ...
pass over us.

These are not our rules, and these are not rules we can know if it weren’t for God
revealing them to us. And what’s interesting in the storyline here is that there’s no talk about
surviving this act of justice and judgment by good works. Nowhere does it say, Wait a minute ...
you know, you’ve been a good husband or a great mom, so don’t worry about slaughtering that

innocent lamb. No. Only blood can cover the cost of sin.
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3. Justice Is Blind, and So Is Mercy

A third thing that we see in the storyline is that justice is blind, and so is mercy. There are
no favorites and there are no enemies. Israel doesn’t get a pass as a favorite and say, Well, I'm
one of God’s people. I don’t have to do this ritual. No, they’ve got to cover their door in blood
too. And the Egyptians, clearly—if they rejected Pharaoh’s leadership: There’s no safety in
Pharaoh or the gods of Egypt. I want to serve Yahweh and obey Him. Those Egyptians would

survive this plague as well. There’s no prejudice. It’s blind.

4. Animal Blood Is Not Enough

The next truth, the fourth one, is—it’s going to evolve over time, and we’ll see it more
clearly in the older Testament as we see specific revelation get clearer and come into focus. And
that is that the animal blood is not enough. Animal blood is not enough. And you would imagine
this to be true, right? You could deduce this. Because an innocent lamb is not adequate to cover
the cost of a human debt. It got you through the night, but it won’t be enough. It’s simple math,
isn’t it? A human is worth more than an animal. And the Passover is just a shadow. It’s an arrow
pointing to something of substance, real—something that’s permanent, something that’s solid.
And it’s doing that marvelously.

But listen—human sin bleeds right through animal blood. Animal blood fades. So, you’ll
see throughout the older Testament as God gets more specific on spiritual truths that He’s going
to say, You re going to need to do these rituals annually—the Passover, certainly. There’s a Day
of Atonement where another animal has to die. There are constant sin offerings over and over
and over because animal blood just pays the interest. It never pays the principal. It never pays the
real debt. It just isn’t adequate. So, it just serves as a shadow, a hope for what’s real, a sign of a
perfect substitute.

And then, special revelation gets very specific. In the transition from the older Testament
to the newer Testament, there’s a gap person. He’s the last Old Testament prophet. His name is
John—John the Baptist. And he looks at Jesus and says this: “Behold the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world.” Jesus, the Messiah—that title means that He’s the promised
one—He’s the promised one from Yahweh God. He says that He’s the lamb of the Passover to

take away the sins of the world. Thirty times in the New Testament Jesus is referred to—by
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Jews, mind you—as the Lamb of God. Why? Because all those rituals, all those physical events,
trying to help us experience a spiritual reality, were pointing to Jesus, Jesus of Nazareth. He
shows up, and it’s like, No more shadows, baby. All those shadows were mine. I cast those
shadows. I was the one to whom all the clues were leading.

Jesus is the Passover Lamb, friends. He was taken out in the prime of his life. One year
for a lamb, thirty-three years for man. A male lamb without spot or blemish. Jesus, the male, the
first son of God, who’s written about as without sin, without error, slaughtered at twilight. Jesus
is slaughtered at twilight. When they killed Him and put Him on the spit, on the cross, even
when they did that, they did that without breaking a bone.

One of the Roman soldiers was coming for the purpose of breaking His legs to be sure of
His death, and someone intervenes, not knowing they’re acting for God, saying, “No, just spear
Him in the heart. You don’t need to break His bones.”

Even the pattern of the lamb’s blood: it’s on His head that was crowned with thorns, and
His hands that were pierced, and what fell was from His feet that were punctured. All of that was
so that when the day happened, we wouldn’t be “clueless,” but we would have confidence in a
spiritual truth. And that is, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away all the sins of the world.”

I’11 tell you, here’s a fact: Yahweh God is a marvelous storyteller. I’'m sure you know the
phrase, some of you, “Chekhov’s gun.” He was the famous Russian writer that was teaching
young writers, Look, you can’t have a gun in the first scene unless you re going to use it
somewhere else in the storyline.

Well, for 3,500 years God has been placing clues throughout human history so that we
could know spiritual truths through historical events—these special revelations—so that we
would be absolutely convinced that justice will prevail: that blood covers sin; that justice and
mercy aren’t prejudiced; and human blood is necessary to heal human crimes. And it has to be a

perfect human. Those four truths are known.

5. You Must Choose, By Faith, a Covering

There’s a fifth truth. It’s this: that you must choose, by faith, what will cover your
rebellion against the holiness of God. In the first Passover, the people who live behind this door
could hear every word that Moses spoke, wrote it down, went inside, studied it in the Hebrew,

wrote papers about it, had a podcast. It doesn’t matter. What do they have to do? They have to do
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it. They have to take a step and say, You know what? We re going to do everything You said, and
we re going to rub that on the outside of our door. None of this makes sense. I have no idea how
this ends, but we 're just going to do it as an act of obedience and faith. We 're just going to guard
our door with the blood of an innocent lamb. They had to do something.

Jesus says in Revelation, “Behold, I stand at the door to your soul. I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone opens the door I will come into to him and dine with him and enjoy
him for eternity.” It’s contingent on you opening the door. Behold, Jesus stands at the door and
knocks. But He says that you’ve got to open the door to the soul and let Him in, and then He’ll
dine with you and enjoy you forever.

At some point it becomes binary. It’s either/or. John says in one of his epistles, “He who
has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son does not have the life.”

The fifth spiritual truth is that you’ve got to choose. And let me just tell you what you’re
choosing. This is a 3,500-year-old story. You can think of it this way. It’s a little bit selfish, but
it’s also true. There’s a 3,500-year-old story and more with Yahweh giving more and more
specialized clues because He’s pursuing you in love. And it stops at some point, and He knocks
at the door, and He says, “Open the door. Will you marry me?”

When someone says, “Will you marry me?” you need to answer. It’s rude if you don’t.
It’s a love story.

You know, there are hundreds of ways to fall in love. There’s the girl next door, where
you grow up and you’re skipping rocks at the pond with her. You’re just a couple of kids. And
then, somewhere, you start liking-liking the girl next door. And then something happens, and you
start loving-loving the girl next door. And then you say, “Will you marry me?” She has to
answer.

Sometimes we fall in love by dating all the wrong people. I thank God for unanswered
prayers. You date three guys in a row, and they’re toxic and they’re hurting you. And so, you
say, “I’ve got trust issues at this point. I’'m not doing this anymore.” And then you meet someone
else, and you say, “You know what? Wait a minute ... I’ve got to try this again.” Why? Because
love awaits you. So, you continue that relationship, and you realize that love is worth the pain
and it's worth the risk. And he says, “Will you marry me?”” You have to say yes. You have to

answer.
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Some people fall in love—Ilove at first sight, they say. I know people who have said,
“The first date I went on [ knew [ was going to marry that person. They just needed to catch up
with me.” I'm going to marry you—will you marry me? You have to answer.

I want you to see that these five spiritual truths are a love story, and there are a hundred
ways to fall in love with God. And some of you have a storyline where you grew up in a really
great Bible-teaching, loving church. And that’s the girl-next-door love relationship. And
somewhere in that—you were at youth camp or a children’s camp, and you could hear Jesus:
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock.” And you answered the door, and He came in. And now
you’re going to live in eternity with Him.

Some of you come from a background where you grew up in a terrible church, and
maybe you tried other churches, and they were even more terrible. And I’ve got to tell you, that’s
not God. Those people—maybe they were well-meaning, but bad churches are not God’s
reputation. Let the God of the Bible speak for Himself. So, you say, “You know what? I’'m going
to try again.” Somebody invites you to church and you give it another shot, and you start falling
in like, and you start falling in love, and you hear that Jesus is standing at the door. And He
knocks, and you open the door. He says, “Will you marry me?”

Some of you have no clue. You grew up without any church or any understanding of the
Bible. You don’t know that there’s an older and a newer Testament. You open your Bible up and
you start reading about this man called Jesus, and before He finishes asking, “Will you marry
me?” you say, “Yes! I’ve been waiting for you!” You heard Him knock, and so you opened the
door. He proposes, and you say yes.

So, you could look at this storyline. It starts before the door, and then goes through
Passover and 3,500 years until right now—today. And it’s time to answer the question. Yahweh
God is proposing to you. Who is Yahweh that you should obey Him? He’s showed you, from
special revelation. And now the question is, Who is going to be your substitute? Because
somebody’s going to have to pay, because justice will prevail.

And today could be day one, month one, year one of your new life. That’s what Passover
day was all about.

It’s funny—once you open your heart and the Lord comes in, and He dines with you, and
you enjoy Him, you can see the special revelation of God in a whole new way. It’s like, Now 1

know what these words mean.
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Titus 2:14

...Christ Jesus; who gave Himself for us, that He might
redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a
people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

Here’s a great sentence I love to go to, because it means so much more on the other side
of the Passover. It says, “Christ Jesus”—that’s His title—Messiah Jesus—*“who gave Himself
up for us, that He might redeem us”—that means pay our debt, like only blood will do—
“from every lawless deed. And then He purified us for Himself.” Who are we? “...a people
for His own possession.” And what do we do? We are “zealous for good works.”

He covered our sin. Only He could cover our sin. He was a human being without
blemish, without sin, who covered and paid for our sin, so that we might be zealous for our
obedience. Who is Yahweh, that we would obey Him? Yahweh sent a Savior at great expense, so
that we could enjoy His presence and we could respond in obedience.

Let’s pray.

Here’s a sentence in the Bible that makes a lot of sense right now: “For God so loved the
world ...” And having to submit to spiritual truths of justice prevailing and blood-covered sin
and justice mercy, both blind, but only a human life could substitute for another human life.
Knowing those truths, He sent His only firstborn Son, so that whoever—Jews or Egyptians, even
in the Irish—if they would believe in Him, they’d have eternal and everlasting life.

God didn’t send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world
through Him, as the true Passover lamb, so that we might be zealous for good works.

Lord, we are grateful. [clapping] (Yeah, isn’t that the truth? That’s not a bad prayer, is
it?)

Lord Jesus, we are grateful that You would follow the Father’s will to become the
Passover lamb. We are grateful for the Father to send the Son so that we might have relationship
with the triune God, and so that the Spirit would live within us, that we might be zealous toward

obedience. We are grateful—overwhelmingly grateful.
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And Lord, I'd ask that the men and women who are hearing this, maybe for the first time,
or the thousandth time, but now it makes sense—that they would choose a Passover lamb, that
they would surrender their life to Your life and be zealous in their obedience to You and be
grateful. I'd ask that today would be the day—the first day, the first month, the first year of their
new birth. We pray this in Jesus’ holy name. And everybody said, Amen.
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